


Green bonds are a type of debt instrument that is well-suited for issuers committed to transitioning to a more sustainable 
environment. It supports the protection of ecosystems, restore natural habitats and promote sustainable land and resource use. 

New Zealand is at the forefront of environmental stewardship, with ambitious goals to reduce emissions by 50% by 2030 and 
achieve net-zero emissions by 2050, excluding biogenic methane. Their Green Bond Framework directs funds into projects that 
support both climate action and nature conservation, reinforcing the country’s commitment to the Aotearoa New Zealand 
Biodiversity Strategy, which aims to reverse biodiversity decline by 2050.

Biodiversity is a key focus for New Zealand, as many native species are under pressure from the ongoing impacts of invasive species, 
changes in land and sea use, direct exploitation, climate change, and pollution. With over 80% of native species found nowhere 
else in the world, the preservation of this unique biodiversity is crucial for maintaining the ecological balance and cultural identity 
of the country.

One significant initiative funded through this framework is the ��������������������, which aims to restore natural habitats, promote 
cultural recognition, enhance community employment, and build resilience against flooding. This project exemplifies 
New Zealand's dedication to preserving its unique natural heritage while fostering local employment and cultural recognition.
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New Zealand - A commitment to the environment
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This project is working with iwi and other stakeholders to reconnect the Kopuatai wetland to 
the Firth of Thames; both are Ramsar sites of international ecological significance. The vision is 
of a planted native green corridor along the Piako River – from the peat bog of the Kopuatai 
wetland through mangrove forests and salt marshes to the Firth of Thames foreshore. 

An additional objective is to increase biodiversity with riparian planting that will also provide 
shade for invertebrates and fish in drainage systems along the foreshore. Deep water refuges in 
the foreshore drain will provide a safe haven for freshwater fish during the low water levels in 
summer. Sediment traps ahead of drainage systems discharging into the Piako River will 
remove sediment and improve the river’s water quality.
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Freshwater restoration: Piako green river corridor6




